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Self-regulatory body for 
pharma industry on cards
SOHINI DAS 

Mumbai, 23 June 

Amid rising global scrutiny of 
India-made medicines, Union 
Health Minister Mansukh 

Mandaviya on Friday said there were 
plans to have a self-regulatory body for 
the pharmaceutical industry. 

Stressing that India has a zero-toler-
ance policy for any sort of quality  
compromise, Mandaviya said a joint 
squad of regulators from both states and 
the Centre had been formed for  
inspection of plants. 

The minister, however, did not 
divulge further details on the nature and 
composition of the self-regulatory body. 
He said the government was industry-
friendly, but it did not want to leave any 
opportunity for anyone to point out flaws 
in the quality. 

Speaking at the eighth Quality Forum 
organised by the Indian Pharmaceutical 
Alliance, Mandaviya said 150 plants had 
already been inspected, of which over 70 
had been issued show-cause notices and 
18 issued closure notices. The regulatory 
authorities have started risk-based audits 
of plants. 

“If any company’s products have a his-
tory of failure, then we are auditing these 
sites. If someone needs handholding, the 
industry at the regional level should help 
to improve quality. However, if anyone is 
callous about quality, they have no right 
to operate,” Mandaviya said. 

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines 
of the event, the minister highlighted 
that upon receiving complaints from cer-
tain regulatory authorities, India had 

tested samples of alleged contaminated 
cough-syrups. “We tried to do a root-
cause analysis, and found that one child 
had diarrhea. Also, not all the samples of 
the 23 tested were found to be contami-
nated. This is strange, as if there is a batch 
failure, all samples from that batch 
should fail the test,” he said, alluding to 
the Gambia incident where more than 
40 children died after allegedly consum-
ing India-manufactured syrups. 

After the Covid-19 pandemic, there is 
a palpable shift in the way every country 
or continent is trying to secure its sup-
plies of medicines, Mandaviya said. 

“We have supplied pharmaceutical 
products to 150 countries during the pan-
demic, and vaccines to around 100 coun-
tries. Not a single country has complained 
of substandard quality,” he said, adding 
that now countries were looking for 
Indian pharma companies who can set 
up manufacturing capacities in their area. 

“Indian companies should not miss 
this opportunity. While we may focus on 
exports, others may, in the meanwhile, 
set up local manufacturing plants,” he 
said, adding that several international 
organisations were now allocating funds 
for such proliferation of manufacturing 
footprint. 

To boost local manufacturing, the 
minister said it was now time to think 
of innovative models of partnership 
between the industry and government. 
“The Centre can pick up stake in a spe-
cial purpose vehicle for a pharma park 
where the industry as well as the state 
government also have stakes. Let’s say 
the government brings in ~1,000 crore 
for building this plug-and-play infra-
structure. Once the park is ready, in 
about four to five years, the government 
can sell its equity and exit, and re-invest 
that amount in another project,” 
Mandaviya said. 

SHREYA NANDI 

New Delhi, 23 June 

India and Australia plan to con-
clude negotiations for a com-
prehensive trade pact by 
December, a year after imple-
menting the interim Economic 
Cooperation and Trade 
Agreement (ECTA), according 
to people aware of the matter. 

When the ECTA was signed 
last year, it was decided that the 
larger idea would be to use the 
foundation of the interim deal 
to resume negotiations on the 

more ambitious trade deal or 
the Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation Agreement 
(CECA).  

The new deal will include 
discussions on deeper market 
access and outcomes in five 
areas, including digital trade, 
goods, services, rules of origin, 
and government procurement 
and cooperation. 

That apart, a broader trade 
agreement between India and 
Australia may include 15 new 
areas, such as competition pol-
icy for small businesses, gen-

der, innovation, agri-tech, crit-
ical minerals, sports, and are 
currently under discussion. 
Both sides have had three 
rounds of negotiations.  

The fourth round is sched-
uled for next month. The deal 
with Australia is crucial since 
it is among the first developed 
nations to finalise a trade pact 
with India. 

Under the ECTA, Australia 
has agreed to eliminate 
Customs duty immediately on 
98.3 per cent of traded goods 
and on 100 per cent tariff lines 

over a period of five years. 
India, on the other hand, will 
do away with Customs duties 
on 40 per cent of products 
immediately and on 70.3 per 
cent of tariff lines over a period 
of 10 years. 

During FY23, Australia 
was India’s 13th largest trad-
ing partner, with bilateral 
merchandise trade at $25.96 
billion. India exported goods 
worth $6.95 billion,  
while imported goods worth 
$19.01 billion during the 
same time period.
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Late monsoon slows down 
urad, arhar, paddy sowing
SANJEEB MUKHERJEE 

New Delhi, 23 June 

Sowing of kharif crops contin-
ued to remain below par due 
to the slow progress of the 
southwest monsoon. As a 
result, acreage under key 
pulses, such as urad, arhar, 
soybean in oilseeds and rice 
in cereals, saw a drop till the 
week ended June 23. 

Traders and market sources 
said that till the ideal sowing 
window is within reach, any 
delay in planting crops may 
not cause a big impact in the 
per hectare yields. 

The rains in July and 
August will hold the key to get-
ting a good harvest. More than 
the total quantum, it is the dis-
tribution and timeliness of the 
showers that will matter the 
most. The India Meteorological 
Department’s (IMD’s) latest 
forecast brings some hope. 

In its June 23 forecast, the 
Met department said that con-
ditions are favourable for fur-
ther advancement of the 
southwest monsoon over some 
more parts of Chhattisgarh and 
remaining parts of Jharkhand 
and Bihar. It is also progressing 
to some parts of East Madhya 
Pradesh, some more parts of 
Uttar Pradesh and some areas 
of Uttarakhand during the next 
two days. 

It said that conditions are 
also becoming favourable for 
further advance of the mon-
soon over some more parts of 
Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Telangana during the next 
three-four days. 

It added that isolated 
heavy-to-very-heavy rainfall is 
likely over East Central and 
parts of Northwest India dur-
ing the next five days. 

In a significant develop-
ment, scientists from the 
International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics (ICRISAT) along with 

the Centre’s National Food 
Security Mission (NFSM) are 
planning to launch an ambi-
tious project aimed at boosting 
pigeon pea (arhar) yields across 
the country. The whole gamut 
of practices to be adopted as 
part of the project — that also 
includes seeds — could push 
up arhar yields across the 
country by 30 per cent, the sci-
entists claimed. 

Arhar dal is one of the most 
widely consumed pulses in the 
country but its production is 
always less than domestic 
demand, leading to reliance on 
imports. In the 2022-23 crop 
year (July to June), India’s 
arhar dal production was 
almost 19 per cent less than last 
year, according to the third 
advance estimate of agricul-
ture production. 

The project, which was 
launched on May 29, is set to 
begin in the upcoming crop-
ping season. It will see collab-
oration with the Indian 
Institute of Pulses Research 
(IIPR), Kanpur, and 12 state 
agricultural universities. The 
project will test and promote 
high-yielding, early-maturing 
varieties and hybrids across 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, 
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, 
and Haryana. The key focus 
areas of the project include 
combating pod-borer infesta-
tion, stabilising hybrid pro-
duction, integrating 
genomics, and reintroducing 
marker-assisted selection in 
the breeding process. 

IF ANY COMPANY’S PRODUCTS 
HAVE A HISTORY OF FAILURE, THEN 

WE ARE AUDITING THESE SITES. IF 
SOMEONE NEEDS HANDHOLDING, THE 
INDUSTRY AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL 
SHOULD HELP TO IMPROVE QUALITY. 

HOWEVER, IF ANYONE IS CALLOUS 
ABOUT QUALITY, THEY HAVE 

NO RIGHT TO OPERATE 
MANSUKH MANDAVIYA 
Union Health Minister

*Totals might not add up as all crops haven’t been included 
 Source: Ministry of Agriculture

Crop
Rice 

Pulses 

Arhar 

Urad 

Coarse  
cereals 

Bajra 

Oilseeds 

Soybean 

Sugarcane 

Cotton 

LAGGING BEHIND
Sowing of kharif crops as on June 23

Total*

-4.50 

13.56 

12.95 

% Change

3.17 

38.35 

345.45 

-34.76 

-65.56 

-30.38 

0

-3.16 

-34.00 

-14.11 

n 2022    n 2023  (in million hectares) 

1.64

1.07

0.06

0.06

1.84

0.98

0.92

0.10

2.80

0.65
0.63

0.18

0.08

1.33

0.22

0.95

0.15

5.07
5.07

3.26

Govt may cut 
import duty, 
if needed, to 
cool down 
wheat prices
The government will not 
hesitate in using all the 
options, including reducing 
import duties, to bring down 
retail wheat prices, Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) 
Chairman Ashok Meena 
said on Friday. 

He said the FCI had a 
stock of 8.7 million tonnes 
(mt) of wheat and 29.2 mt of 
rice after meeting all the 
requirements of the public 
distribution system and 
other schemes to intervene 
in the market as and when 
required to cool down retail 
prices. 

The maximum interven-
tion that the FCI has under-
taken through open market 
sales in the past few years 
hasn’t been more than 7 mt 
in a fiscal year. 

“We intend to monitor the 
retail price of wheat and rice 
closely and are also opening 
the portal for disclosure of 
cereal stocks held by traders. 
Open market sale will contin-
ue till the retail price of wheat 
and rice are not brought 
under control,” Meena said. 

India currently imposes 
around 40 per cent import 
duty on wheat. 

Last week, it imposed a 
stock holding limit on the 
commodity and decided to 
liquidate 1.5 mt of wheat from 
its inventory to cool down the 
prices. 

The measures, however, 
haven’t had a big impact so 
far as prices have remained 
high. SANJEEB MUKHERJEE 




